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Practical Knowledge: a Linguistic Analysis
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Abstract

The paper is devoted to examining Stanley and Williamson’s well-known and disputed
argument in favor of intellectualism about knowledge-how. In the first section, | will give an
overview of the linguistic argument. The gist of the argument is that knowledge-how is a kind
of knowledge-that because ascriptions of knowledge-how entail ascriptions of knowledge-
that. Section 2 will focus on cross-linguistic data that Stanley and Williamson’s opponents
employ to challenge their argument. In particular, | will take a look at ascriptions of practical
knowledge in various languages such as French, Latin, Greek, German, Turkish, and Russian.
As critics have shown, the ascriptions of practical knowledge in these languages are
inconsistent with Stanley and Williamson’s syntactic and semantic analysis of ascriptions of
knowledge-how in English. In section 3, I will examine Stanley and Williamson’s argument
based on the ascriptions of practical knowledge in Persian. In light of this analysis, it will be
clear that, despite appearances to the contrary, the data from Persian is fully consistent with
Stanley and Williamson’s argument. Another conclusion which can be drawn from the
analysis is the tentative suggestion that there is a methodological gap in the literature on
cross-linguistic data in this debate. In particular, the debate has focused on the synchronic
analysis and widely ignored the diachronic method of examination and explanation
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