Metaphysics
University of Isfahan E-ISSN: 2476-3276
Vol. 15, Issue 1, No. 35, Spring and Summer 2023

(Research Paper)

Conflict between Jalal al-Din Davani and Ghiyath al-Din Dashtaki over the
Explication of Suhrawardian Definition of Body

Ebrahim Rezaei *
Assistant Professor, Department of Ahl al-Bayt Studies, Faculty of Theology and Ahl-al-Bayt Studies,
University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran
e.rezaei@ahl.ui.ac.ir

Abstract

In an epoch considered by some as the eclipse of Islamic philosophy, debates, dialogues and
often disputes either oral and written or in-person and in-absentia occurred between Sadr al-
Din Dashtaki and Jalal al-Din Davani at Shiraz school of philosophy, which consequently
brisked up Shiraz field of philosophy at that time and deepened Islamic philosophical
discussions over succeeding eras. Interpretation of Hayakal al-Nir (temples of light) was one
among the discussed topics. The present paper specifically analyzes the two philosophers’
interpretation of Suhrawardian definition of body. It is observed that interpreters have
differing opinions over the meaning of two terms gasd (intent) and ishara (allusion). Further,
the distinctive and similar aspect among bodies to Davani is hyat-i 1azim (dependent states),
whereas Dashtaki refers to hyat-i qayr-i lazim (independent states). The third opposing point
is juz’-i‘la yatajazi (the indivisible). Davani believes what receives sensory allusion divides
into triple directions; however, as Dashtaki articulates, sensory allusion includes the
possibility of division into triple directions. Drawing on the conflicts, the study takes a
descriptive-analytical approach to examine the opposition between the two interpreters and
ultimately discussions are weighed.

Keywords: Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi, Jalal al-Din Davani, Ghiyath al-Din Dashtaki, Body,
Dimension, States, the Indivisible.
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