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Abstract

The first and clearest meaning of moral impartiality is "impartial benevolence," in the sense of giving
equal weight to every single person in every single decision. This kind of impartiality requires
rejecting partiality toward certain people; partiality favors certain people and their interests to some
extent over others. The aim of this article, given its limited space, is to discuss only one circumscribed
aspect of the impartiality/partiality problem in morality. | will critique impartial benevolence, an
important view about moral impartiality, and put forward certain features of partiality as a foundation
for criticizing impartial benevolence. According to impartial benevolence, if the benefits that you can
give others by dedicating your money, time, and/or energy to them are slightly more than the benefits
that you lose thereby, then you ought to continue to do that because acting upon relational
characteristics is not only ‘irrational’ but also ‘immoral’. But both these arguments for impartial
benevolence are refutable. First, there is also rational partiality. Second, impartial benevolence is not
supported by ethical universalizability. Third, principles of partiality can be endorsed in impartial
evaluation. Further, impartial benevolence is not only impracticable but also severs morality from
human flourishing.
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