https://mph.ui.ac.ir
Metaphysics
University of Isfahan E-ISSN: 2476-3276
Vol. 18, Issue 2, No. 42, Autumn and Winter 2027

(Research Paper)

Men and Women on the Scale of Existential Worth: Ibn Arabi’s Perspective

Behnaz Sadat Tabibian
PhD Student, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Theology and Ahl al-Bayt Studies,
University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran
tabibianbehnaz8@gmail.com

*

Forough Sadat Rahimpour
Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Theology and Ahl al-Bayt
Studies, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran
f.rahimpour@lItr.ui.ac.ir

Majid Sadeghi Hasanabadi
Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Theology and Ahl al-Bayt
Studies, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran
majd@itr.ui.ac.ir

Abstract

The relationship between gender, ontological value, and human perfection is a contested issue in Ibn “Arab1’s
mystical anthropology. In his works, on the one hand, differences between women and men are discussed
with regard to the order of ontological manifestation, certain legal rulings, and familial roles; on the other
hand, their shared capacity for proximity to God, sainthood, and spiritual perfection is emphasized.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method and drawing primarily on the Fusts al-Hikam and al-Futthat al-
Makkiyya, the present study examines the relationship between these two sets of propositions. The findings
indicate that, in Ibn ‘Arabi’s perspective, sexual differences should be analyzed within three distinct domains:
ontological constitution and the order of manifestation, legislation and social governance, and spiritual
proximity and sainthood. Accordingly, precedence or succession in manifestation, as well as differences in
certain rulings and roles, do not establish the intrinsic or spiritual superiority or inferiority of either sex. By
distinguishing between the “valuable human being” and the “Perfect Human,” this article demonstrates that
the valuable human being possesses dispositional value by virtue of the human reality, the capacity to
manifest the Divine Names, and the potential for proximity to God, whereas the Perfect Human represents
the comprehensive actualization of these capacities in knowledge, servitude, and sainthood. On this basis,
women and men share the same dispositional value and the possibility of attaining realized perfection,
although the actual realization of the degrees of perfection in each individual depends on spiritual practice
and the actualization of their capacities. The study concludes that Ibn ‘Arabi’s anthropology provides grounds
for affirming the shared ontological value of women and men and their equal possibility of attaining inner
perfection; however, this potential becomes clear only through distinguishing among the domains of
ontological constitution, legislation, and spiritual proximity.
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