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Abstract

The problem of the ego and its place in the founding of philosophy is a focal point in the relationship
between Descartes' philosophy and Husserl's transcendental phenomenology. In Cartesian Meditations
and The Crisis of European Sciences, Husserl regards Descartes as the initiator of the modern turn
toward the subject, yet he emphasizes that Cartesian philosophy, due to the substantializing of the ego,
the mind-body dualism, and the absence of an analysis of intentionality, fails to achieve radical
transcendence. From Husserl's perspective, the Cartesian ego remains within the horizon of the world
and traditional metaphysics and cannot fulfill the role of the transcendental ego as the condition of the
possibility of the world's appearance. This article, by reconstructing Husserl's critique and offering a
text-based analysis of Descartes' works, demonstrates that this reading, although comprehensible from
a phenomenological standpoint, is not the only possible reading of the cogito. Through an analysis of
the stages of Cartesian doubt and the internal logic of the emergence of the cogito, it is argued that the
Cartesian ego, at its foundational moment, is neither a psychological proposition nor an intra-worldly
entity (contrary to Husserl's claim), but rather a transcendental structure that functions as the condition
of the possibility of doubt, certainty, and the founding of knowledge. Drawing on secondary
interpretations, the article shows that the principal disagreement between Descartes and Husserl should
be sought not in whether or not the ego is transcendental, but rather in the difference between two models
of transcendence: metaphysical (vertical) transcendence in Descartes and phenomenological
(horizontal) transcendence in Husserl. The conclusion is that Husserl's reading of the Cartesian ego,
rather than being a neutral description, is subject to the internal requirements of the phenomenological
project and calls for critical reconsideration.
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